CHAPTER   X

THE MAHRATTA KINGDOM

HE sudden collapse of Mysore
took the Peshwa and the
Mahratta princes by surprise.
At the moment a small force
was sent out to co-operate,
but it had scarcely crossed the
Mysore frontier before Serin-
gapatam had fallen and the war was over. The Peshwa
had hoped that by waiting he might have secured to him-
self a better share of the spoil, but he waited a little bit
too long and in the end overreached himself. Strictly
speaking, as he had rendered no assistance worth speaking
of, he was not entitled to any share of the conquered
country, but a small portion was reserved for him of dis-
tricts on both sides of the Tungabudra valued at about
six lakhs of rupees annually, but coupled with them a
stipulation was made that all matters of difference be-
tween the Peishwa and the Nizam should be submitted
for the arbitration of the British and that he should
receive a subsidiary force at his court on the same terms
as the Nizam. To this stipulation he would not consent
and the result was, as we have seen, that two-thirds of
the Peshwa's share were given to the Nizam and one-
third to the British. Under this arrangement, the Nizam
received some increase apart from that portion which,
after having been allotted to him, was subsequently
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